FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB GF BALLARAT 


EXCURSTON 


NEWS SHEET = SEETEMBER 14 


President— Mr. G. Binns Ph. 323670 


Vice-Pres- Mr. R. Borch 428630 
Secretary- Miss H. Burgess 312210 
Treasurer- Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 


Meetings held in tiie Administrative 
Building at the School of Mines, 
Lydiard St. Sth. first Friday of 
each month at 8 p.m. 


MEETING: 8th September: Mr. B. Whykes - Ecology of the 
Meliphaga Honeyeaters. 


MEETING: 6th October: Mr. G. Sitch - Pea-flowering Plants. 


EXCURSION: 10th September: BRISBANE RANGES: Leave 9.30 a.m 
from Crocker's Corner for Meredith, turn at restriction 
sign right to Meredith fost Office. Leave there at 

10.30 aem., Lindsay Fink leading. 

For those making their own way down for the afternoon 
only, proceed to Meredith, turn left on Ballan Rd. (on 
bend, Ballarat side of: Merediti:), across creek, first 
turn to right, through Durdidwarrah- right onto Geelong- 
Ballan Rd.and proceed till small pine plantation on left, 
to meet here with the morning group. Leave from here 


at 2 pem. 


EXCURSION: Saturday 23rd september: Mt. Erip Block, 
Leader P. Fry. Half day, leaving Crockers 1.30 p.m. 


EXCURSION: 8th Cctober: Enfield Forest Block. Leaving 
9.30 aem. (Reconnaissance for "Camp-Gut") 


NEW MEMBERS welcomed at the August meeting were Uraham 
and Jonathan ‘iawley. we wish you both many happy and 
fruitful vears with the Club. 


SNAKE VALLEY CAN OUT, OCTGOR RR 21-22, 


Members will be aware that this important 
responsibility for the Club is fast approaching, and the 
Committee is keen to maintain the standard of W.V.IF.N.C. 
functions. The Committee has commenced the final stages 
of planning so that the various tasks relating to the 
organization of such an exercise can be shared across 
the Club, and thus ensure that each field of activity is 
adequately controlled. 


The working groups have been planned as follows: 
Kitchen and Catering; Site Management; Cleaning; 
Literature and Displays; Equipment; Meeting Organization; 
Bookings; Excursions- fotir teams. Tentative allocations 
to working parties have been made, but members are asked 
to become involved in the area of activity they feel is 
best suited to their abilities. (Please see iielen 
Burgess about this matter.) During September, preparation 
will be accelerated - there is every indication that this 
should be a most successful weekend. 

Greg. Binns 


(There is to be a trading table on the Saturday night 
at the Camp-Out) 
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AUDIO-VISUAL PRESENTATION BY DR. L. PROSSER, LECTURER 
IN DEPT. OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HEALTH AN} RECREATION 
STUDIES, B.C.A.E. 4/8/78. 


How National Parks can benefit man was an important 
part of the talk and slide presentation given by Laurie 
Prosser at the Mount fielen Campus of the B.C.A.k. tle 
gave tiie international definition of a national park as 
an area: having a minimum size of 1,000 hectares of 
fully protected lands within strict natural or managed 
natural zones; where one or several ecosystems are iot 
altered by human occupation and exploitation; adminis- 
tered by the highest competant-authority of the Country: 


where visitors are allowed to enter for specific 
times; to include examples anu access to man's natura! 
heritage. 


Members were impressed by ti.e recorded commentary 
and slide presentation projected onto 3 screens which 
Gave a greater perspective to the grandeur of the 
panoramic views of lakes, peaks and forests of the 
Rocky Mountains in U.S.A. ‘Comparisons were made between 
the monotonous landscape, the visual and sound pollution 
of the urban environment and the possibility of solace 
and relief available in the National Parks. 


While there has buen scientific and technological 
progress tnere is potential for achievement in visual 
and ecolosical preservation. There was raised the 
question of stewardsiip - through access, preservation 
and perpetutation, a contribution would be made to 
science and man's longtime survival - and the need for 
a sanctuary for man. 

There followed a discussion on Australian and 
Overseas National Parks which brought out the Low over- 
all National Park areas in Australia (N.S.W. 1.7%, Vic. 
-9%, Tas. 6.6% compared with N.Z. 9% and Canade 3% of 
total land area) and the expenditure (14c/head Try Vac. , 
$6.71 in Neeclees) Another point was the problems of 
overusage and liability associated with public access. 


A further slide presentation gave a background to 
National Wildlife Refuyres in the U.S.A. There are over 
4OO staffed refuyes aud others set aside, They are set 
up for: wildlife management, environment education, 
limited hunting seasons for control (sometimes one on 
two days), photography, sketcling, painting, fishing, 
camping, sightseeing. Of particular interest was the 
erowing of crops on tiie Refuge to supplement feeding 
out of season 

G. :lawley 


Brite ALCL ST wUNCURDS LON PO OMT, COLE was led by Laurie and 
Betty Millar and Forestry Ufficer rk. Allen. Seven cars 
loitering along the way for another were greeted in 
Beaufort by tie late comers!! Although cold and a bit 
damp at times it was a pleasure to enjoy the company of 
Laurie and Jetty in a short walk throug: tne Grevilleas 
in "The Glut", altiough very few blooms were seen. 

Birds were very quiet but several deer tracks were noted 
in the soft earth. After lunc: forester Allon was met 
for a short explanation of Forestry activities in the 
area. Good .jrowth was noted in areas planted with pines 
and in an area heavily burnt some years ago excellent 
Eucalypt regrowth was noted. 


Despite rather a damp atmosphere, an explanation 
of Forestry research in Armillaria Sp. aii its effect on 
native vegetation. Many trees were noted dead and 
inspection of the trial plots was most ilterestinjz. The 
methods used are to divide the test areas, about 2 
hectares, so that equal areas can be planted with pines, 
eucalypts and control areas - The control areas being 
natural vegetavtion. Continuous checking of the areas 
will be undertaken at intervals for about 5 years wiien 
it is hoped sutficient information will have been 
gathered on Armillaria to enable suitable treatment to 
be undertaken. At present the usual method ot tree 
felling is with ciain saw, leaving the stumps in the 
ground, a ready food supply for the fungi. Cne inetitod 
being tested is to pusi: the whole tree over witi: a 
bulldozer then harvest the logs, after which tie root 
and butt of tne tree hus to be disposed of. Anotier 
method is, after the tree has been logged tite stump is 
ripped trom the ground to try to aerate the Puna l 
growtir. 

: A most interesting afternoon. Thank you Bob Allen, 
Betty até Lauric Millar. 


THE OPERATORS GF "AUS RACK" SAPAHIS, Laurie Millar and 
Chris. ‘ledges, bot: of Heaufort, had their Safari NELILETO 
rovers in operation with us. (pportunity was taken to 
examine the vetiicles and equipment used. The bucket 
seating was most comfortable with plenty of all round 
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Vision. The pastio eyuipment was very impressive being 
able to work on Plyviie Doctor and C.B. bands. All in all 
no one need nave any fears of not being well looked 
after with austrack safaris. 

om acale Vac 


This group las comprehensive 14 and 20 day tours 
to the Inland areas planned. : places include Mootwingi, 
Tibooburra, limiamiucka, Birdsville, Alice Springs, 
hings Canyon, Ayers Rock and William Creek. Maree, 
Godnadatta, Curtain springs, Coober Pedy etc. Tours 
can be planned to suit individuals or orjanizgations. 
{tineraries and information obtainable trom "Austrack" 
Safari Tours, L. 3. Millar, c/o Wayside Mail, Beaufort, 
VAPCHEO Yel cmeS ities 


C.C.V. FINANCE GOMMITTER. 


A_"PRASHL AxU TREASURE" day is being held at Crovdon on 
29th October, 1978. Anything saleable would be most 
welcome, books, ornanients, houseiold or outside articles, 
anytuing but clotning. if members bring articles to the 
Cctober meeting, Greg. Bilins will take them down to 
Melbourne in time for the "Trash and ~Preasure". 


VANGAIR" PRESENT T: BTR. 1978 
AUSTRALTAN WILDFLOWER  SilOW 
AND ART AND CRAFT DISPLAY 


To be held in the Anglesea ilall on Saturday 30th September 
10 asm. to 8 pym., and Sunday 1st Uctober 10 asm. to 6 p.m. 
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WAIGEVANBUCL b.ViFIN.C.A, CAMP-OUT 
Piose wie were unable to get down to warrnambool 
for the 26/27th August week-end missed a treat. he met 
at AbdadoPord dall oon saturday where tne warrnambuul 
2iub liad arran,ed a mumber of displays of bird wings, 
Shells, rocks ete. (Foot bor thought ror the Ballarat 


go on one of three organized excursions. 

Cur group, capably led by HNilbur Matuieson, went ty 
the If.k. Wilton Reserve. nis 7 acre dDlock was Originally 
a bullock paddock, but in 1935 it came into the hands of 
the Wilton family, who were able to keep it as busiland. 
However the original clearing hau leit its mark, The 
undergrowt!: was dominated by bracken Llern, tiere were 
few busnes and small trees. we did find one quite Lar-e 
Wild Cherry Tree (Exocarpus cupressiformis} surrounded by 
3 or 4 smaller ones. There were a few rather sick Louking 
Prickly YPea-trees (Leptospermum juniperiuum; no bigger 
than the bracken fern, one Banksia marginata amd one 
Selaleuca scnierosa. The Eucalypts were Sessmate anu 
Manna Gum. A naturally »rowing Wattle was jirickly Moses 
(A. verticulata); quite good looking samples of >allow 
Wattle (A. Longifolia) and Coast Wattle (aA. longifolia 
var. sophorae} had been planted. The block contained 
quite a variety of orchids and wildflowers, LVourteen 
different orchids being located by the Locals, but only 
four were in flower on tne day. These were tne Nouding 
Green Hood (¥P. nutans), tne fall Green ivod (i .longiLolia} 
the Maroon Jood (#. pedunculata) and the Gnat Orchid (a. 
exsertus). Other wildflowers included Epacris impressa, 
Coastal Bearded ieatir (Leucopogon parviflorus) and 
Tetratheca ciliata. Birds observed were tie Yellow Robin, 
Jackiwinter, Golden whistler and Grey Fantail. 

we proceeded to the Ralph illidge teserve, closer to 
the Otways and in an area of Heavier rainfall. fae 
Eucalypts were much taller and straiygiiter. Prickly Tea- 
Tree was plentiful, some samples up to about 5 metres 
high. Many other under-storey mountain gully shrubs, 
mosses and ferns were observed, particularly down uear 
the creek. The highligint wus a potteroo (kat hansaroe) 
which had been caught by tite caretaker, Michael O'Brien. 


SNAKES ALIVE. That night we were treated to a talk on 
"Snakes" by Barry Searle, owner of the Gasis veptile 
Park, illustrated by av” number ot Live speciieiis slitier- 
ing on the Yloor. Warry exploded a number of withely 

held siiake myths, Oe. (1j Snakes swallow tueir youus tor 
protection (probale explanation - many Au tralian suakes 


are born alivej; {2} music attracts snakes (situken are 


deaf}. By showing a plain brown Tiger snake and a 
Rlack Copnernead, he convinced us tiat colour is nv 
suide to identification. The accepted method is to 
count tiie scales across tle back, preferably with 
somecnec else holding the head. “ie gave many details. 
about snake venom, feeding habits, diseases and 
predators, and showed us his 10 ft. non-venomous 
Carpet Snake. Questions were fired at Barry from 
youns amd old. 
POWER ALLEL. We spent Sunday at Tower Jill, near Koroit. 
Power 4dill is a crater lake tormed when the volcanic 
cone collapsed. Further eruptions formed island cones 
in the lake. No lava flows came cut of Tower dill. Each 
eruption threw up clouds of volcanic ask, which settled 
to form layers of the volcanic rock tuff. A painting in 
1855 shows Tower :-fill covered with vegetation, Then man 
changed all this by (1) blocking tne outlet tius raising 
the water level and killing tne reeds (2) burning out 
the area, thus destroying the trees (3) grazing cattle 
on the area and (4) shocting birds indiscriminately. 
Since 1958, through the initiative of the Warrnambool 
FeNeC. and later on (1963) the management of the 
Fisheries and :ildlite Department the process is 
being, reversed, 230,000 trees have been planted. The 
planted trees comprise seven species, manna and swamp 
gums, black waitle, blackwood, silver banksia, woolly 
tea~tree and drooping slie~oak. his increased 
vegetation has had a marked effect on bird litte. The 
number of identified bird species has risen from 60 
in 1960 to 151 today. 

we observed the Cape Barren am! Maspie Geese, 
hastern swamp ien, Ked Browed Pitch, Grebes, swaius 
and Mountain Ducks, as we went along tie nature trail. 


The warrnambool f...C. orpanized the Cam--out 
; 


very well, aud have set a nigh standarmi for Ballarat 
to follow: 


Gee HOCK artes. 


MUNGO NATIONAL VARH. 

Declaration of the new Mungo National Park 
(110 km north east of Mildura) will ensure the 
preservation of an area of coiusi:derable archacolosical 
and geological importance. The former tiungo sheep 
station comprises the bed of Lake Mungo, a shallow 
depression, which dried up some 15,000 years ago, 
and the walls of Cina, spectacular sand dunes which 
form 30 km of lLunettes on the northern bank of tiie 
ole lake bed. Although the sand of tire dunes is 
pinkish in color, the strony: light in this arid area 
makes them appear in the distance like a wall of white 
mountains in dazzling coutrast to tne red soil and 
grey saltbush of the flat inland plains. 


On the windward side, the dunes have been carved 
by the weather into wild jagized clefts and strange 
windblown mitiarets, turrets and ramparts. The bleached 
sands hold traces of aicient Aboriginal habitation, 
which have contributed much to world knowledge of 
early Man. ‘Jere ani on the margins of the lake, 
scientists from the Department of Pre-ijistory at 
ANU Canberra have been doing researc! of world 
significance. frosion and excavations heave revealed 
the bones and artefacts of an Aboriginal culture 
which existed at least 38,000 years ago with evidence 
of ancient fireplaces, shells, animal boues and 
pellets of oc -re (not indigenous to tie area and 
thought to represent an intelIligent interest in art). 


The discovery of the charred bones of an Aboriginal 
woman have given the oldest evidence in the world of 
ritual burial cremation, dated at least 26,000 years 
old. Another skeleton from t’*-is era wis coated with 
ochre, indicating; another form of ritual, fincis have 
indicated that the arra, now desolate, was once treed 
and stocked abuinlantly with game and fish. Research 
has also revealecyt a O-degree reversal in tie pwarti'ts 
magnetic field, which occurred about 30,090 vears azo 
anc Lasted about 2500 vears, BINS ap RESTA 
magiietic nortit becane marnetic santero. 


e NOLO rant 


